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SUBJECT: SABOTAGE PLOT ALLEGED 

1 . SUMMARY: PAKISTAN POLICE HAVE DISCOVERED AN ALLEGED "SABOTAGE 
PLOT" AND ARRESTED 15 MEMBERS OF THE PAKISTAN PEOPLE'S PARTY 
(PPP). THE PLOT MAY OR MAY NOT BE REAL, BUT THE REVELATIONS COULD 
HAVE AN IMPORTANT EFFECT ON THE POSSIBILITY OF ELECTIONS, ON THE 
FORMATION OF AN INTERIM NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, AND ON THE FUTURE OF 
THE PPP. END SUMMARY. 
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2. DRAMATIC FRONT PAGE STORIES IN PAKISTAN PRESS APRIL 8 AND 9 
ANNOUNCE THE "DISCOVERY" OF A PAKISTAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (PPP) 
"SABOTAGE PLOT" TO BLOW UP THE LAHORE HIGH COURT AND COMMIT OTHER 
"TERRORIST" ACTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. THE SABOTAGE CAMPAIGN 
WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN DIRECTED BY A "SUBVERSIVE GROUP" 

COMPOSED OF LEFT-WING PPP MEMBERS. STORY BEGAN TO UNFOLD ON 6 
APRIL, WHEN THE LAHORE POLICE ARRESTED THREE MEN, AMONG THEM A 
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SUB-EDITOR OF THE PPP NEWSPAPER MUSAWAAT, WHO WERE IN 
POSSESSION OF 90 "PLASTIC BOMBS", AS WELL AS HAND GRENADES AND 
DETONATORS. A DOZEN MORE PEOPLE WERE LATER ARRESTED, INCLUDING 
FORMER FEDERAL MINISTER AND A LEADER OF THE "LEFT WING" OF THE 
PPP, SHEIKH MOHAMMED RASHID, FORMER PUNJAB MINISTER MUKHTAR AW AN, 
AND SOME UNNAMED FORMER NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS. 

3. THE POLICE REPORTED THAT THE SABOATGE GROUP WAS UNDER THE 
DIRECTION OF RASHID AND FORMER PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY MEMBER KAUSAR 
ALI SHAH. THE GROUP WAS SAID TO HAVE THREE WINGS - PLANNING, 
OPERATIONS, AND FINANCE - THE LATTER BASED IN LONDON AND USING 
SECRET FUNDS FROM PPP ACCOUNTS IN LONDON AND SWITZERLAND. THE 
EXPLOSIVES WERE SAID TO BE OF FOREIGN ORIGIN, SIMILAR TO THOSE 
PREVIOUSLY DISCOVERED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WHEN BHUTTO WAS IN 
POWER AND TO THOSE USED IN A 1974 EXPLOSION IN THE WAPDA BUILDING 

- AT THE TIME BLAMED ON THE NATIONAL AW AMI PARTY. THE 
IMPLICATION IS LEFT THAT THE WAPDA EXPLOSION WAS A PPP ACT 
DESIGNED TO DISCREDIT THE NAP. 

4. MAULANA KAUSAR NIAZI, LEADER OF THE RUMP "LIBERAL" WING OF THE 
PPP, HAS TWICE TOLD INTERVIEWERS THAT HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY BEGUM 
NUSRAT BHUTTO SEVERAL MONTHS AGO TO SUPPORT A CAMPAIGN OF 
SABOTAGE BUT HAD REFUSED. HE BLAMED THE ACTIVITIES ON "COMMUNIST 
AND ANARCHIST" ELEMENTS IN THE PPP AND STATED THAT THEY HAD 
DIMINISHED THE CHANCES FOR ELECTIONS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. SUCH A 
SITUATION, HE SAID, WOULD MAKE THE FORMATION OF AN INTERIM 
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NATIONAL GOVERNMENT A "WISE STEP". 

5. COMMENT: PAKISTAN HAS A CHECKERED HISTORY OF UNCOVERING 
"CONSPIRACIES" AT TIMES OF DOMESTIC STRESS. WHETHER OR NOT THERE 
IS ANY TRUTH TO (OR CONNECTION BETWEEN) THESE LATEST REVELATIONS. 
SOME IN THE MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION WOULD SEE THE FOLLOWING 
ADVANTAGES: 

-PRESSURE IS PUT ON PPP MEMBERS TO ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES FORMALLY 
WITH THE "LIBERAL WING” LED BY KAUSAR NIAZI, WHICH IS REPORTEDLY 
AMENABLE TO PARTICIPATION IN A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. IN ORDER TO 
DISSOCIATE THEMSELVES FROM THE SABOTAGE PLOT (AND FROM BEGUM 
BHUTTO); 

— NIAZI'S REVELATIONS LEAVE THE BEGUM OPEN TO FORMAL CHARGES; 

-THEY ALSO ALLOW THE MLA TO CRACK DOWN EVEN FURTHER ON THE LAW 
AND ORDER SITUATION AND TO CLAIM THAT DISRUPTIONS AND 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE COUNTRY ARE NOT THE PRODUCT OF GENUINE 
PUBLIC DISCONTENT, BUT RATHER ARE THE WORK OF "COMMUNISTS AND 
ANARCHISTS", WHO WISH TO DESTROY PAKISTAN; 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


-IF ELECTIONS ARE TO BE FURTHER DELAYED, THE SABOTAGE PLOT 
OFFERS THE GOVERNMENT AN ADDITIONAL EXCUSE - A POSSIBILITY 
ALREADY SIGNALLED BY NIAZI. 

6. WE EXPECT THE GOVERNMENT TO MOVE AHEAD EXPEDITIOUSLY WITH THE 
CASE. THE POLICE HAVE PROMISED A "COMPLETE INVESTIGATION" AND 
MORE ARRESTS WITHIN 2 TO 3 DAYS. THE ALREADY CHARGED 
POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE BHUTTO VERDICT AND 
THE "NATIONAL GOVERNMENT" MOVEMENT HAS BEEN HEIGHTENED, AND 
FORMAL CHARGES AGAINST BEGUM BHUTTO SEEM LIKELY. 

7. IN REFRESHING CONTRAST TO PAST CHARGES OF FOREIGN 
CONSPIRACIES, A WHISPERING CAMPAIGN HAS STARTED WHICH ALLEGES 
SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN SUPPLYING MONEY AND EXPLOSIVES TO THE 
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PLOTTERS; NIAZI'S STATEMENTS ABOUT "COMMUNISTS" SEEM INTENDED 
TO FUEL SUCH SPECULATION. 

HUMMEL 
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